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2010 RESTORING HOPE 

BANQUET 
 

On behalf of University Community 
Ministries, Inc. we would like to say thank 
you to all who played a part in making our 
annual 2010 Restoring Hope Banquet a 
great success.  We would like to say a 
special thank you to the Tampa Airport 
Hilton Hotel and their wonderful team of 
workers who provided a beautifully 
decorated ballroom topped off with a 
delicious meal as usual.  Every employee 
at the Hilton was gracious, kind and willing 
to serve us in whatever capacity we 
needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2010 Restoring Hope Banquet would 
certainly not be possible without the 
support of generous and gracious 
sponsors.  We would like to extend a big 
heartfelt “THANK YOU” to: 
 

TABLE SPONSORS
The Burton Family Foundation 

Morning Star Fleet Services 
Rainmaker Management 

The Bruder Family 
The Morgan Family 
The Ogburn Family 

The Van Gurp Family 
USAmeriBank 

 
COMMUNITY PARTNE RS
All Nations Outreach Center 

Children’s Board of Hillsborough County 
citylife church 

Eckerd Family Foundation 
Conn Memorial Foundation 
University of South Florida 

 

 
 
 
26"Even the mystery 
which hath been hid 
from ages and from 
generations, but now is 
made manifest to His 
saints: 27To whom God 
would make known what 

is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” 

Colossians 1:26-27 (KJV) 
 
 
 
UCM is all about “Restoring 
hope . . . one life at a time”.  
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Jeanette Ure, a woman with a true 
servant’s heart, was awarded the 
“Volunteer of the Year” Award for the 
Operations Jumpstart Program.  
Jeanette is always ready and willing 
to serve others wherever we need her 
and do whatever we ask with a smile.  
She definitely was deserving of this 
award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zelma Spencer, also known as 
“Granny Baker” received the 
“Volunteer of the Year” Award for the 
Friendship Bridge Program.  Zelma is 
known for her terrific sense of humor, 
quick wit and amazing cooking.  Most 
importantly, she is known for her 
gracious and kind way of greeting 
everyone who comes to the 
Friendship Bridge Luncheon with a 
smile and warm welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richelle Fertig received the 
“Volunteer of the Year” Award for the 
PCAT Program.  Richelle tutors the 
children and is very affective in 
helping them to learn to read at a 
higher level.  Richelle shared that 
some of the children come into the 
program and are not very trusting 
when they first enter.  However, a 
little bit of love and patience goes a 
long ways.  She loves what she does 

and the children love her.  That 
makes for a perfect match. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were tremendously blessed by 
“One Voice”, a singing group from the 
Abundant Life Church in Lakeland.  
The music could not have been 
better.   Thank you, “One Voice” for 
your gift of music.  You all were 
amazing.  I can foresee a DVD 
coming out soon - watch for it.  You 
will be blessed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our own Ms. Sarah Morgan did an 
amazing job at capturing the hearts of 
those in attendance with her beautiful 
sweet face and vivacious personality.  
She let them know how they could 
partner with UCM through their 
prayers and financial support.  We 
had a great response. We love you, 
Sarah!  
 
Last but certainly not least, we would 
like to say “Thank You” to our Board 
of Directors, Christene Worley, Molly 
Cox, Brigid Morgan, Stan Strickland, 
Joel Gay and Mary Bruder, who gave 
of their time, gifts and talents to make 
this banquet the success that it was.   
We couldn’t have done it without you.  
You are all loved and appreciated. 
 
If you would like to financially support 
the work of University Community 
Ministries, please make your check 
out to University Community 
Ministries or UCM and mail it to P.O. 
280024, Tampa, FL   33682. 
 

We look forward to seeing you next 
year at the “2011 Restoring Hope 
Banquet”.   
 
In His Love and Service, 
Jerome Van Gurp, President 
America Van Gurp, Secretary 
 
 



VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  PARENTS AND CHILDREN 
ADVANCE TOGETHER The Operation Jumpstart team would 

like to say a big “Thank You” to all 
who made this day a memorable 
occasion for everyone involved. 

SPOTLIGHT 
(Family Literacy Program) 

  
Richelle Fertig 
has been a 
University of 
South Florida 
(USF) student 
volunteer with 
the PCAT 
program for 
two (2) years. Initially, she was a 
reading tutor for our 1st and 2nd grade 
children. However, within a very short 
time, her extraordinary capabilities 
became evident.   

Summer Break 
 By Christene Worley 
Expressions of help and donations for 
the homeless may be dropped off at 
University Church Benevolence 
House or Family Life Center.  You 
can also call the UCM office at 813-
949-0109 or contact the OJ Program 
Director, Jerome Van Gurp at 813-
334-3709.  

All is quiet. Maybe, too quiet!  No 
more sounds of rushing feet as 
students scramble to get to their 
classrooms.  No more sounds of little 
cries saying, “He pushed me”, “She 
called me a name” or, “I need to use 
the bathroom”! No more sounds of 
students eagerly interacting with their 
reading tutors.  Classrooms are 
empty, halls are silent and tutors are 
gone. The PCAT program is over for 
the summer! 

 
 
 
          ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 With each passing week, Ms. Fertig 

was given additional responsibilities.  
Richelle is now the, Program 
Assistant and Computer Lab 
Teacher. What is most astounding, 
however, is that Richelle excels in 
each of these roles, while attending 
USF full time!!! 

  
PCAT served 57, 1st and 2nd grade 
children this past school year with 
98% reaching their reading skill goals 
– to increase reading skills by at least 
one reading level.  More importantly, 
84% of the students increased their 
reading skills by four (4) reading 
levels or higher with 22 students 
realizing an increase of over ten (10) 
reading levels! 

If you prefer to receive the UCM 
Newsletter via email, then email us at 
info@unversitycommunityministries.o
rg to be placed on the emailing list 
and removed from our mailing list.  
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 NEEDS 
Richelle Fertig will graduate USF in 
two years. It is my prayer that she 
stays with the PCAT program until 
then.  PCAT would be totally lost 
without her! 

 
UCM needs your time and talents – 
volunteer today! Call the UCM office 
at (813) 949-0109 or email us at 
info@universitycommunityministries.o
rg and let us hear from you! 

 
The children did equally as well with 
their Life Skills training and Nutrition 
lessons.  Eighty-seven percent (87%) 
of the students increased their 
knowledge of acceptable behavior 
and proper eating habits. 

 
 Thank you Richelle for all you do! 
  

CHECK US OUT! Volunteer of the Year Spotlight article 
written by Christene Worley, PCAT 
Director.  

  Visit UCM’s website at 
www.universitycommunityministries.o
rg for the latest news and updates. 
Your comments are welcomed and 
encouraged. 

A new group of students and tutors 
will converge into our halls and into 
our classrooms this Fall.  Once again 
the familiar sounds will be heard.  
Once again, we will assist students 
that are at-risk of school failure to 
improve their reading and reading 
comprehension.  Once again we will 
see children realizing their potential. 
They can read! 

 
 

OPERATION JUMPSTART 
(Homeless Community 

Outreach Program)  
 If there is anything that you would like 

to see posted on the website or in the 
quarterly newsletter, email us at 
info@universitycommunityministries.o
rg or fax to (813) 949-9159. We 
would love to hear from you!  

July 4th Picnic 
By Jerome Van Gurp 
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Rain, rain and more rain. But that did 
not stop the Operation Jumpstart July 
4th picnic for its homeless neighbors. 
Thanks to citylife and our many loyal 
volunteers, the 4th of July celebration 
was a big success despite the rainy 
weather. Over 30+ of our homeless 
neighbors gathered in the citylife 
Family Life Center for the indoor 
picnic and barbecue. Our homeless 
neighbors enjoyed volleyball, table 
games, fellowship and a healthy 
portion of barbecue, hamburger and 
hot dog meal.  

 
For more information on PCAT, call 
the UCM office at (813) 949-0109 and 
ask for the PCAT Director, Christene 
Worley.  

 
A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained 
from the Division of Consumer 
Services by calling toll free 800-435-
7352. Registration does not employ 
endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the state.  
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YOU CAN HELP 
 
Join UCM in Restoring hope . . 
. one life at a time. As a 
supporter, you will receive our 
quarterly newsletter with 
important messages about our 
programs as well as success 
stories about the people we 
serve. UCM is a non-profit 
organization. All contributions 
are tax deductible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YES, I would like to partner with UCM in Restoring hope . . . one life at a time. Enclosed is 
my gift to UCM in the amount of:  

___ $500     ___ $100     ___ $250     ___ $50     ___Other $____________ 
___ One Time ___ Monthly ___ Quarterly ___ Annually 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name      

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address    City  State  Zip Code 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone/Fax    E-mail 

___ I am interested in becoming a volunteer. 
 
Planned Giving Options 
Please consider a gift to UCM in your will or estate plan. 
___ Please send me information about naming UCM in my will. 
___ I have already made provisions for UCM in my estate plans. 
 

Thank you. Make checks payable to: 
 University Community Ministries, Inc., PO Box 280024, Tampa, Florida 33682. 

  
University Community Ministries, Inc. 

          Restoring Hope . . . one life at a time. 
        10948 Central Avenue 
        P.O. Box 280024 
        Tampa, Florida 33682 
        info@universitycommunityministries.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riddle Me This –  
 

What two words contain the most letters? 
 

Go to www.universitycommunityministries.org for answer.
 
 
 


